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2021/22 RAINFALL FORECAST  

The Ministry of Agriculture in collaboration with the Department of Climate Change and 

Meteorological Services in the Ministry of Forestry and Natural Resources would like to inform 

all farmers and the general public, that the rainfall forecast for the 2021/2022 season is generally 

favorable for agricultural production. Most areas of the country will generally receive normal to 

above normal total rainfall amounts are expected over most parts of Malawi, specifically: 

 

 During the period October to December 2021, normal to above-normal total rainfall 

amounts are expected in most areas across the country, with some pockets of normal to 

below-normal total rainfall amounts over southern areas 

 

 During the period January to March 2022, normal to above-normal total rainfall amounts 

are expected over most areas across the country, with some pockets of normal to below-

normal total rainfall amounts expected over northern areas 

Onset is anticipated, to be from end November over most of the south and some central areas, 

spreading into mid-December over most of the centre and north of the country. The forecast 

implies that during the 2021/2022 rainfall season, there is a high chance of many parts of the 

country receiving good rainfall amounts. However, extreme weather events such as heavy rains 

leading to floods are likely to occur in prone areas while some parts of the country may experience 

pockets of prolonged dry spells during the season. Farmers are, therefore, advised to: 

1. Finish land preparations on time to ensure early planting; 

2. Include rain water harvesting and soil and water conservation structures such as: box and 

tied ridges, swales, livestock drinking ponds, planting pits, infiltration ponds, large and 

deep fish ponds especially in low rainfall areas 

3. Ensure good soil cover (mulching and cover crops) where conservation agriculture (CA) 

is practiced 

4. Plant with the first rains and apply the basal (NPK) fertilizer at the time of planting 

5. Ensure that good agricultural practices are followed e.g. timely application of chemical 

fertilizers and manure to improve soil moisture retention and fertility status 



6. Use integrated Pest and Disease Management (IPDM) to reduce pest and disease pressure 

on the crop 

7. Ensure that gardens are free of weeds to reduce competition of the plant nutrients and 

available soil moisture. 

8. In drier areas (Arid and Semi-arid), always remember to use early maturing and drought 

tolerant varieties. 

9. Ensure adequate conservation of crop residues for livestock 

10. Seek Artificial Insemination services 

11. Rear small stocks e.g. goats and indigenous livestock in drought prone areas 

12. Stock fish ponds early so that fish will have grown to harvestable size by the time of water 

stress 

13. Stabilize the walls of fish ponds with vegetative barriers 

14. Rear drought tolerant fish species such as Mlamba in drought prone areas 

15. Ensure deworming of livestock regularly 

16. Establish improved pastures and conserve fodder 

17. Ensure construction of standard livestock kholas 

18. Ensure that storm drains and graded bunds are constructed in the fields to drain excess 

water and protect the fish ponds in areas expected to receive high rainfall amounts and 

19. Avoid bush fires 

 

For day to day operations or whenever in doubts, farmers and the general public are encouraged 

to seek advice from the Agricultural Extension Officers in their respective areas. 
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